
February 4, 2020 

To:  Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 

RE: Renewing the Los Angeles Justice Fund (LAJF) and addressing current funding gap 

Dear Honorable Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, 

We, the undersigned 85 legal, policy, educational, and community-based organizations, advocates, 

and direct service providers -- spanning immigrant rights, LGBT, housing, health, equitable 

development, environmental justice, labor, faith, and grass-roots organizing advocates – are writing 

to thank you for your commitment to the Los Angeles Justice Fund while simultaneously urging 

you to renew funding to address the current lapse in funding and the future of LAJF. We look 

forward to our continued conversations to ensure access to legal representation services for the Los 

Angeles immigrant communities facing removal proceedings under the Trump Administration. As 

a result we have three requests of you, all of which are further outlined in the letter: 

1. Increased, multi-year, dedicated funding by June 2020. 

2. Advance Due Process for All 

3. Meet with LAJF coalition members and community members. 

The Los Angeles Justice Fund is the epitome of what the County can and must do for its immigrant 

community. In the past two years the LA Justice Fund has kept families together, saved lives, and 

provided support for the most vulnerable in our community. It has also validated everything we 

predicted back in 2017 and more: 

● It has demonstrated that the County can create tangible and effective resources that foster a 

sense of safety and belonging for the immigrant community.  

● It has demonstrated with proven statistics the pressing need for due-process and legal 

representation services for an immigrant community that is now affected by what is clearly 

a detention and deportation machine into full effect. 

● It has positioned the County as one of the nation’s primary leaders in responding to ongoing 

attacks to immigrant communities, a reality that is far from over and only intensifies day by 

day. 

In 2017, when the Los Angeles Justice Fund was created, we anticipated the dangers that would 

come with the Trump Administration. Since then, the Administration has advanced its mass 

deportation agenda with three Executive Orders targeting immigrants, increasing interior 

enforcement, and further militarizing the border. The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 

(USCIS) has morphed into an enforcement branch that fuels Trump’s detention and deportation 
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machine.1  Furthermore, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) has targeted Los Angeles by 

carrying out multiple removal operations in Los Angeles County.1  Today’s dangerous reality also 

includes the fact that this administration changes the rules on an almost-daily basis, leaving 

immigrant families even more vulnerable.   

The Justice Fund is critical to responding and spearheading efforts to mitigate the draconian and 

inhumane policies of the Trump Administration. LAJF attorneys and advocates have provided and 

can continue to provide support and respite, as they are on the ground, in detention centers, and in 

immigration courts tracking cases, seeing the changing policies, and developing real-time solutions 

that can be best-practice models for others facing similar circumstances.  

Based on the experience of Los Angeles community members, legal service providers, and 

advocates, we also know that renewal of the LA Justice Fund must include the following in order 

to build on its accomplishments and expand its impact: 

1. Increased, Multi-year, Dedicated Funding by June 2020  

The effects of immigration enforcement, and alternately, the benefits of legal representation through 

LAJF, have extended beyond clients to their families and social networks, expanding the impact of 

the Fund to local residents and communities.  

There are nearly 3.5 million immigrants in Los Angeles County2, comprising 35% of the population, 

the largest number of any region. Studies show that 70% of unauthorized residents are living with 

at least one citizen, and 34% are living with their own citizen children3. A majority of mixed 

immigration status families directly and indirectly experience the fear of immigrant families being 

targeted, torn apart & children being left behind as deportation raids in Los Angeles and across the 

country.  

In response, LAJF has successfully laid the foundation for a robust and collaborative deportation 

defense network across Los Angeles that has provided legal representation and a sense of hope to 

the Angeleno immigrant community. LAJF is now serving clients who are vulnerable community 

members with deep ties to Los Angeles and the United States. LAJF clients have resided in the 

United States for an average of 15 years, with more than 60 percent of clients having lived in the 

country for over a decade. Forty-eight percent of LAJF clients were parents to children in the United 

States. Seventy‐five children, including 71 U.S. citizens, have a parent represented by LAJF. 

Among these children, 95 percent are U.S. citizens, as such the program’s impact extends beyond 

its clients to families and children throughout Los Angeles.  

                                                
1
Counties Where ICE Arrests Concentrate October 2018, trac.syr.edu/immigration/reports/533/.  

2 https://law.yale.edu/system/files/area/center/liman/document/access-to-counsel-calif-coalition-report-201 

3 https://dornsife.usc.edu/assets/sites/731/docs/LOSANGELES_web.pdf 
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The fund is providing critical services to clients that have been identified as having a vulnerability.  

Nine out of 10 clients had experienced crime victimization, domestic violence, human trafficking, 

or homelessness, among others.4 Forty-two percent of clients were already detained at the time 

when LAJF grantees took on their cases and 16 percent of clients were children or former 

unaccompanied children at the time representation began. As of October 2019, 9 percent of clients 

were LGBT immigrants facing deportation procedures while experiencing homelessness or near 

homelessness in Los Angeles5.  In total, 92% of clients served by the LAJF experienced at least 

one, but usually multiple vulnerabilities. 

2. Advance Due Process for All 

To be truly grounded in due-process principles, we continue to seek a fully inclusive legal 

representation program for immigrants in Los Angeles.  Every person in removal proceedings 

deserves an attorney.  Our position is guided by core values of dignity, fairness, and justice for 

all.  

The immigration system—which pits unrepresented, often non-English speaking immigrants 

against trained prosecutors, and in which the chances of winning your case are based less on the 

merits of your claims than on your ability to pay for an attorney—is not fair.  We continue to 

believe that broader access to counsel for immigrants in removal proceeding is possible and cost-

effective when primarily focused on representation of detained immigrants in removal 

proceedings.  

Additionally, we remain firm and united in our conviction that legal representation for individuals 

in removal proceedings should be truly for all individuals, and must avoid excluding categories 

of people.  This means that the criminal carve-outs and residency requirements must be removed.  

As stated in the Vera Report6, these requirements negatively impact the most vulnerable 

individuals who are also those who remain most in need of help.  This includes those persons 

who are “in detention with no access to their documents, unaccompanied children, people who 

are seeking protections through asylum after having recently arrived to the United States, and 

local area residents who are homeless.  [Such carve-outs] have also meant that the Fund is not 

flexible enough to respond to acute needs such as those arising from the 2018 family separations, 

as separated families still failed to meet the residency eligibility requirements.” 

Unlike in criminal proceedings, individuals in the immigration system are not provided court-

appointed counsel to assist and represent them in their case.  Whereas unrepresented detained 

immigrants succeed only 6% of the time, those who have lawyers succeed more than five times 

                                                
4  Los Angeles Justice Fund: Year 1 Implementation Evaluation, Vera Institute of Justice for the California Community Foundation. Updated June 18, 2019 

5 As reported by the Los Angeles LGBT Center, an LAJF grantee.  

6 Los Angeles Justice Fund: Year 1 Implementation Evaluation, Vera Institute of Justice for the California Community Foundation. Updated June 18, 2019 
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as often. Given the statistic that representation increases the chances of success by a proportion 

of 5 times as much, we cannot emphasize enough the importance of the LAJF model that has 

universal representation.  

As attorneys and advocates, those of us working to free Angelenos in ICE detention facilities, such 

as Adelanto, are seeing, firsthand, that which news reports have told the rest of us:  the facilities are 

run under substandard and inhumane conditions; children are being held in cages; HIV positive 

individuals are denied life-saving care; people, including children are dying.  Since 1996, the 

average daily population of detained immigrants has ballooned from around 9,000 to more than 

52,000 projected by the end of 2019. 

The most recent report released by the Department of Homeland Security’s Office of Inspector 

General7, itself, identified various deficiencies at Adelanto, in violation of the 2011 Performance-

Based National Detention Standards. This report expressed concern over nooses in detainee’s cells, 

improper and overly restrictive segregation, and untimely and inadequate detainee medical care.8   

Since its very inception there have been seven documented deaths in Adelanto. 

What we see at the Adelanto Detention Center is a stark reflection of a systemic failure at detention 

centers across the country, reminding us all that LAJF is about the very real stories of those who 

have been helped by the fund and those that have not. As of June 2018, according to the Vera 

Institute report, the fund has saved 345 families, a number that continues to grow. Each one of these 

LAJF families and their community networks matter and should not be minimized. Here are just 

some stories that have emerged from LAJF’s work: 

● Daniela. She is a trans rights activist from El Salvador who was tortured in her country of 

origin because of her gender identity and leadership as a community organizer. She was 

then detained for more than 7 months without access to HIV care, misdiagnosed with TB 

medications and almost lost her life in detention. Thanks to the Los Angeles Justice Fund, 

she was paroled out of detention, won her asylum case, connected with Los Angeles LGBT 

community resources, and now works and lives with her Los Angeles based family. In 

September of 2019 she spoke in Washington DC at a Congressional Briefing and at a Press 

Conference hosted by Congressional representatives in support of the Dignity for Detained 

Immigrants bill. She reminds us of Roxsana Hernandez, a trans woman from Honduras, and 

Johana Medina, a trans woman from El Salvador, who died in 2018 and 2019 respectively, 

both due to lack of access to HIV care while in detention.   

● Pablo. He is a lawful permanent resident who has lived for nearly four decades in Los 

Angeles, won his case for cancellation of removal and was released from ICE detention in 

                                                
7 

Management Alert – Issues Requiring Action at the Adelanto ICE Processing Center in Adelanto, California
 

8 
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/assets/2018-10/OIG-18-86-Sep18.pd
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August 2019. Pablo’s U.S. Citizen children, particularly his young daughter, were 

devastated by his unexpected detention by ICE related to a year-old conviction. After Pablo 

was detained by ICE, his family was evicted from their apartment due to the sudden loss of 

Pablo’s income. Pablo is a critical economic support for his family, and his sudden inability 

to work threatened his older daughter’s plans to be the first member of her family to earn a 

college degree as she could no longer afford tuition.  When his LAJF Attorney first met with 

Pablo, he was unable to provide a complete personal history because of memory loss related 

to a stroke he suffered. As a result of having an LAJF attorney, Pablo was able to provide 

clear and complete testimony. Because he was specifically articulate regarding the impacts 

his deportation would have on his children, the judge granted him cancellation of removal 

at the end of his hearing and he was released the same day from ICE detention. Pedro’s 

family is now back together.  

● Lupe. He is the father of three U.S. Citizen children and 6 U.S. Citizen grandchildren and 

has lived in the Los Angeles area for over 40 years. Lupe, a lawful permanent resident, was 

detained and placed in removal proceedings based on a single, decade-old simple drug 

possession conviction. Because of this conviction, Lupe was also subject to mandatory 

detention and separated him from his family for over five months. His only chance of 

reuniting with his family was to win his case. After suffering a devastating tragedy just a 

few years ago when Lupe’s son was murdered in Los Angeles, the victim of a drive-by 

shooting, Lupe’s family could not have withstood his deportation. Working with Lupe’s life 

partner, his LAJF Attorney was able to gather extensive evidence to show the impact Lupe’s 

deportation would have on his family, including his six U.S. Citizen grandchildren. Today 

Lupe is back home with his grandchildren.  

If we are to learn anything from our experience, it is that we cannot afford to wait and watch.  

Action is needed now.  Our immigrant communities, who are among the most vulnerable among 

us, need us now.  You have seen the data that immigrants make up the vast majority of our County’s 

residents, and you have seen proof that this administration is clearly targeting them -- the words 

have been spoken, the policies passed, the raids are happening.  The fear on the ground is palpable 

and the detention and deportation forces threatening to tear apart families and communities are at 

work, intensifying its cruelty on an almost-daily basis. We have had to watch as families have been 

separated and detainees have lost their lives to this cruel system.  LAJF attorneys, more often than 

not, are the last hope for immigrant families who have a loved one in the deportation process. 

This county took a bold step in establishing the LAJF and it can do even more by renewing LAJF 

with increased dedicated multi-year funding and with a commitment to advance the model ensuring 

due process for all. . Therefore, we urge you recommit to, renew, and expand the LAJF urgently, 

before the Los Angeles immigrant community is left unprotected from the Trump Administration’s 

ever-increasing attacks. 
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We would like to schedule a meeting within the first two weeks of February with each of your 

offices to discuss how we can work together to ensure due process for all, prevent ICE from 

operating in our county with impunity, and keep families together.  Thank you for your 

consideration. Should you have any questions, please contact Rabeya Sen, Director of Policy at 

Esperanza Community Housing Corporation, at rabeya@esperanzacommunityhousing.org.   

Respectfully,  

Alliance of Californians for Community Empowerment (ACCE) Action 

ACLU of Southern California 

ACLU of Southern California, Immigrants' Rights 

ACT-LA (Alliance for Community Transit LA) 

AF3IRM Los Angeles 

Alliance for A Better Community (ABC) 

Asian Pacific Policy and Planning Council (A3PCON) 

Bend the Arc: Jewish Action  

Bienestar Human Services 

CADRE (Community Asset Development Redefining Education) 

California Immigrant Policy Center (CIPC) 

California Immigrant Youth Justice Alliance (CIYJA) 

Californians for Progress 

Central American Resource Center (CARECEN) 

Clergy and Laity United for Economic Justice (CLUE) 

Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights (CHIRLA)  

Communities for a Better Environment (CBE) 

Community Development Technologies (CDTech) 

Day Worker Center of Mountain View 

Dignity and Power Now 

Downtown Women's Center 

DREAM Team Los Angeles 

East LA Community Corporation (ELACC) 

Educators for Immigrant Rights 

Equality California 

Esperanza Community Housing Corporation 

Esperanza Immigrants' Rights Project 

Familia: Trans Queer Liberation Movement 

Filipino Migrant Center 

Freedom for Immigrants 

Gender Justice LA 

Ground Game LA 

Holman United Methodist Church 
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Human Rights First 

Human Rights Watch 

Immigrant Defenders Law Center 

Inclusive Action for the City 

International Rescue Committee 

Investing in Place 

JusticeLA Coalition 

JustLeadershipUSA 

Koreatown Immigrant Workers Alliance (KIWA) 

La Comadre 

LA Forward 

LA Voice 

Latin American Studies Program, CalStateLA 

Latino Equality Alliance (LEA) 

League of Women Voters of Los Angeles 

Long Beach Sacred Resistance 

Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy (LAANE) 

Los Angeles Center for Law and Justice 

Los Angeles LGBT Center 

Los Angeles Neighborhood Land Trust (LANLT) 

Los Angeles Renters' Right to Counsel Coalition 

Loyola Immigrant Justice Clinic 

LTSC Community Development Corporation 

National Center for Transgender Equality (NCTE) 

National Day Laborer Organizing Network (NDLON) 

National Immigration Law Center (NILC) 

National Lawyers Guild of Los Angeles (NLG-LA) 

Natural Resources Defense Council 

Organization for Refuge, Asylum and Migration (ORAM) 

Our Gov LA 

Parent Revolution 

Pars Equality Center 

Physicians for Social Responsibility -Los Angeles 

Public Counsel 

Represent.US: L.A.-San Gabriel Valley Chapter 

Resilience Orange County 

Secure Justice 

Southeast Asian Community Alliance (SEACA) 

Southern California Providers for Health Equity 

Southwestern Law School Legal Clinics (Removal Defense Clinic, Immigration Law Clinic, 
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Community Lawyering Clinic) 

Stand Together Against Neighborhood Drilling (STAND-LA Coalition) 

Strategic Actions for a Just Economy (SAJE) 

Strength United 

T.R.U.S.T. South LA 

Thai Community Development Center 

UCLA Criminal Defense Clinic 

UCLA Labor Center 

United Neighbors in Defense Against Displacement (UNIDAD) Coalition 

Unrig LA 

Urban Peace Institute 

Women Organizing Resources, Knowledge and Services (WORKS) 

Youth Justice Coalition 


